CCPAS (The Churches’ Child Protection Advisory Service)
Ensuring effective safeguarding

Note from Sports Ministries UK:  There are few, if any, issues that should be of more concern to sports clubs than the protection and welfare of the children in their care. To do a good job in this area is essential for all sports clubs - especially for those which have a distinctively Christian character. We are fortunate that CCPAS has developed expertise in helping sports clubs make sure that they are doing a good job and that they are meeting all the relevant requirements. CCPAS is a Christian organisation, with much experience of advising churches and organisations including sports groups and clubs. It is fully aware of all the latest child protection legislation and regulations. 
The paragraphs that follow have been written by Simon Bass, Chief Executive Officer at CCPAS. If you require any further information about child protection, or would like help developing  policies and procedures for your sports ministry, then please contact CCPAS on 0845 120 4550 or info@ccpas.co.uk. You can also contact Mark Blythe, the web site Administrator on mark@mccfc.org.uk. For more information about CCPAS, see www.ccpas.co.uk.
What follows is only a general, introductory guide to the various different standards that may apply to sports clubs. Regulations will vary for different sports in line with the expectations of the various governing bodies of each sport. There may also be differing expectations in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland to those in England. For further information, please consult your safeguarding officer or contact CCPAS on 0845 120 4550.   

Every individual and organisation under Sports Ministries UK has a role and responsibility to ensure the safety and welfare of children and young people. All organisations should therefore ensure that they:
· Apply and implement CCPAS’s 10 Safeguarding Standards for places of worship and organisations
· Meet the requirements of the Standards for Safeguarding and Protecting Children in Sport (Child Protection in Sport Unit, 2002)

· Meet any other safeguarding requirements of their individual sports governing bodies
· Comply with the Charity Commission’s and Insurers’ expectations in regards to safeguarding
· Appoint a welfare officer (and a deputy) within the club or group with responsibility for child protection
· Provide training for all workers in safeguarding
· Have a safeguarding policy which is regularly reviewed, including guidelines of best practice and safer recruitment

The need for safeguarding standards for sports organisations was originally identified in the 2000 National Action Plan for Child Protection in Sport. Initial work was carried out by Sport England Governing Body Services, including consultation with stakeholder groups. This was then taken forward and built on by the Sport Task Force on Policy and Standards. The Task Force is co-ordinated by the CPSU. The first version of the standards were approved by NSPCC, Sport England and the Sports Minister in September 2002, and published in February 2003.
A copy of the Standards is available here: 
Standards for safeguarding and protecting children in sport

The ten areas covered are:

· Policy

· Procedures and systems

· Prevention

· Codes of practice and behaviour

· Equity

· Communication

· Education and training

· Access to advice and support

· Implementation and monitoring

· Influencing
The CPSU publication Standards for safeguarding and protecting children in sport  gives full details of the standards for England, including their purpose, principles, use, and other relevant information resources.


CCPAS has similarly developed ten safeguarding standards for places of worship and other organisations. A summary document containing these standards is available from CCPAS’s web site:

http://www.ccpas.co.uk/Documents/key%20facts.pdf
These standards cover:
· Safeguarding Policy

· Developing Safeguarding Awareness Training

· Safer Recruitment

· Management of Workers

· Working Safely

· Communicating Effectively

· Responding to Concerns

· Pastoral Care

· Managing those who Pose a Risk

· Working in Partnership.

CCPAS also offers a specially-devised safeguarding App. This allows any sports organisation to upload their child protection policy and all other relevant documents to it, whereupon any member with the App may access all of this information, including the names and contact details of the Welfare Officers (i.e. the designated people for safeguarding). The CCPAS App is now available to buy from the Apple App Store.

Considerations when reporting concerns


All concerns should be discussed with the club welfare officer as soon as possible and reported in accordance with any national governing bodies’ policies and procedures. Where delivering sporting events and activities in a school and where working directly under the management or supervision of school staff, the school’s own arrangements for child protection will apply. The designated teacher must therefore be informed and the Local Safeguarding Children Board’s (LSCB) procedures followed. The club Welfare Officer should also be informed of your actions. Where working with a church or place of worship, there needs to be a clear agreement in relation to reporting mechanisms for reporting concerns between them and your organisation. CCPAS provides a 24 hour telephone helpline (0845 120 4550) should you be unsure as to what action to take in such circumstances.

Guidelines
There are specific safeguarding considerations for those undertaking sporting activities with children and young people. All sports groups should have best practice guidance covering adult/child ratios, changing rooms, dealing with injuries and illness, the collection of children by parents/carers, transport, consent, late collection of children, discipline and sanctions, and the level of physical contact. The guidance should also include an anti-bullying policy and cover how to communicate with children and the taking of photographs and video footage. These are just some of the safeguarding considerations.

Unfortunately children can be harmed and abused when undertaking sporting activities.  Sports Ministries UK therefore actively promotes the welfare of children and works in conjunction with the CCPAS and all other safeguarding organisations to help protect all young people in our care.
__________________________________________________________
CCPAS (The Churches’ Child Protection Advisory Service) was founded in 1977. It is the only independent Christian safeguarding charity in the UK which provides:

· 24 hour confidential helpline

· Safeguarding policies and procedures

· Professional training and advice

· Disclosure checks 

· Breaking news updates



· Safeguarding Resources (Books, DVD’s etc)

We exist to safeguard both children and vulnerable adults throughout the UK. We also work to help those throughout the UK who are, or have been, affected by child abuse and similar issues.

CCPAS has made its reputation through working with churches across the denominational spectrum. We also have extensive experience with working with schools, children’s and youth organisations throughout the country.  CCPAS has also developed a broad range of Specialist Safeguarding Services, which are available to all organisations, including sports clubs.  For further information, please contact CCPAS on 0845 120 4550 or info@ccpas.co.uk. Otherwise please visit our website, www.ccpas.co.uk. 

